
Ezekiel 36:26 And I will give you a new heart, and I will put a 
new spirit in you. I will take out your stony, stubborn heart 
and give you a tender, responsive heart.  
 
JOEL 2:12  Tear your hearts, not just your clothes and return 
to the Lord your God. 
 
6) God is not looking for improved appearances; He is creating 

new ___________. 
 
7) The clearest evidence that God has our heart is not what we 

profess with our lips, but what He ___________ in our lives.  

 
DISCUSSION QUESTION:  Why do people naturally gravitate 
toward external religion rather than heart transformation? 
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Romans 2:29 But a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision is 
a matter of the heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter. His praise 
is not from man but from God. ESV 
 
Paul has a very intentional progression in Romans: 
 

• Romans 1:18-32 – The obvious sinner (the pagan world) 

• Romans 2:1-16 – The moralizer 

• Romans 2:17-29 – Now he’s addressing the religious Jew 

• Romans 3:9-20 – Everyone is guilty before God 

 

Romans 2:1 Therefore you have no excuse, O man, every 
one of you who judges. For in passing judgment on another 
you condemn yourself, because you, the judge, practice the 
very same things.  ESV 
 
Luke 18:11 “God, I thank you that I am not like other men…” 
 
1) Religious privilege is a terrible substitute for a changed 

________. 
 

a. You can be surrounded by truth and still be ___________ 
from God.  
 

Romans 2:17 But if you call yourself a Jew and rely on the law 
and boast in God 18 and know his will and approve what is, 
because you are instructed from the law; 19 and if you are sure 
that you yourself are a guide to the blind, a light to those who 
are in darkness, 20 an instructor of the foolish, a teacher of 
children, having in the law the embodiment of knowledge and 
truth— 
 

2) Knowing the truth is not the same as ________ the truth. 
 
Romans 2:21-24 you then who teach others, do you not teach 
yourself? While you preach against stealing, do you steal? 
22 You who say that one must not commit adultery, do you 
commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples? 
23 You who boast in the law dishonor God by breaking the 
law. 24 For, as it is written, “The name of God is blasphemed 
among the Gentiles because of you.” ESV 

Malachi 3:8 “Will a mere mortal rob God? Yet you rob me. 
“But you ask, ‘How are we robbing you?’ “In tithes and 
offerings. 9 You are under a curse—your whole nation—
because you are robbing me. NIV 
 
3) Knowledge without obedience becomes ______________.  

 
4) People often evaluate ________ by watching Christians.  

 
Romans 2:24 No wonder the Scriptures say, “The Gentiles 
blaspheme the name of God because of you.”  NLT 
 

a. Most people will never read Romans. But they ______ 
our lives every day! 
 

b. Outward religion cannot replace inward ____________ . 
 
Romans 2:25 For circumcision indeed is of value if you obey 
the law, but if you break the law, your circumcision becomes 
uncircumcision. 26 So, if a man who is uncircumcised keeps 
the precepts of the law, will not his uncircumcision be 
regarded as circumcision? 27Then he who is physically 
uncircumcised but keeps the law will condemn you who 
have the written coded and circumcision but break the law.  
 
5) If your life ____________ God’s commands, the outward sign 

of circumcision loses it’s meaning. 
 

a. The modern parallels for us is Baptism without ______ 

and a  ______________  __________. 
 

b. The symbol of baptism is valuable only when it reflects 

genuine _____________! 

 

Romans 2:28 For no one is a Jew who is merely one 

outwardly, nor is circumcision outward and physical. 29 But 

a Jew is one inwardly, and circumcision is a matter of the 

heart, by the Spirit, not by the letter. His praise is not from 

man but from God. ESV 


